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Capability Statement - Ethiopia 

SNV in Ethiopia  
SNV, in response to the 1974 drought in northern Ethiopia, 

started working on the Food for Work Programme, called  

Kobbo-Lalibella Road Construction project - which in-

volved 6,000 farmers. Successfully completing the pro-

ject, SNV started implementing other rural development 

projects focusing, particularly, on capacity development 

of key stakeholders in different sectors. Currently, we are 

working in agriculture, energy and Water, Sanitation and 

Hygiene sectors to make a lasting difference in the lives 

of people. In Agriculture, SNV works to alleviate poverty 

through increased income, food and nutrition security,  

sustainable markets, and climate change resilience for 

smallholder farmers. In energy, SNV has been working in 

Ethiopia from 2006 and started its partnership with the 

Government from 2009 for development of sustainable 

market for bio-digesters in the eight regions. SNV also 

had a project on development of sustainable market for  

Improved Cookstoves and it is exploring opportunities to 

continue it while adding other projects on off-grid electri-

fication. In WASH, we are facilitating access to improved 

drinking water services and sanitary facilities through  

enhancing local capacities to ensure functionality of water 

systems, WASH service delivery and sustained positive 

change in hygiene behaviour in WASH. SNV goes for  

ensuring that women, men and youth balance benefits 
from their efforts. SNV is implementing 13 projects in 
more than 410 woredas of Addis Ababa, Afar, Amhara, 

Benishangul Gumuz, Gambella, Oromia, Somali, Southern 

Nations Nationalities and Peoples Region, and Tigray  

National Regional States.  

      Benefited over 

          6 million  

people 

            Supported over                                                     

1 million  
       HHs 

We employee  

 > 200 people  
 of which 24% are women    

Created  

1819  
new jobs 

Engaged  

7408  
women directly  

Reached   

10,217  
youth  

          Supported the construction of  

15,491  
bio-digesters in four regions   

Reduced open defecation in  

73.8% 

among people with disabilities. 

SNV is active in  

> 400 woredas  

in Ethiopia 

Scaled up our programme 
in  

8  
regions of Ethiopia 

             We have strong  
             partnership with  

      9  
    donors     
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Core capabilities  
Value chain development: We have applied the value 

chain approach in our agriculture, energy and WASH projects. 

In this process, we focus on improving the capacities and 

competitiveness of value chain actors (producers, processors 

and traders), addressing systemic market constraints, linking 

producers to markets, and facilitating participation in the 

value chain related policy development. 

 

Business development: we emphasis on creating link-

ages among value chain actors  and ensuring reliable supply 

and market outlets for the commodities of smallholders 

through food processing companies, WASH market centres, 

biogas market hubs, business-to-business linkages, business 

clusters and exhibitions/trade fairs.  

 

Knowledge development: SNV informs policy dialogue, 

shares innovative solutions and lessons from implementation, 

and addresses underlying systemic constraints through facili-

tating multi-stakeholder platforms, research partnerships, 

trade fairs, exchange visits, international workshops, confer-

ences and meetings to maximise peer learning and ensure 

sustainability.   

 

Capacity development: SNV supports government 

structures, cooperatives/unions, WASHCos, LCB/PLSPs, pro-

ducer groups, SME, farmers and agro-dealers to enable them 

take the lead in addressing development constraints.  

 

Localisation: strengthening our local presence, we work 

with existing structures aligning our strategy within national 

priorities. Moreover, we tap on local capacities (local capacity 

builders/Private Local Service Providers), the private sector, 

cooperatives/unions and producer groups, Water Sanitation 

and Hygiene Committees, Small and Medium Enterprises and 

agro-dealers to ensure sustainability and implementation at 

scale.  

 

Inclusive implementation: SNV advisors support  

planning, implementation and monitor progress in collabora-

tion with government, local and international development 

organisations and community partners.  

 

Partnership: based on complementarity we jointly work 

with government structures, donors, implementing partners, 

the private sector, financial, farmersô organisations and 

knowledge institutions, local service providers etc.  

 

Youth employment: our projects focus on ensuring the 

youth have greater opportunities to improve their skills and find 

rewarding employment. 

 

Balancing benefits: we are working to balance economic 

benefits of men and women in all our projects and programmes.  

 

Environmental sustainability: we make sure that our 

interventions positively contribute to addressing environmen-

tal issues.  
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Agriculture capabilities  
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